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1. How autonomous vehicle crash cases are handled is a 
critical issue for both manufacturers and consumers.

2. The U.S. tort system is currently ill-prepared to handle 
such cases.

3. A victim compensation fund offers a useful alternative.



Advantages

1. Well-established
2. Well-known/Understood (Kind of)
3. Products Liability Jurisprudence

Disadvantages

1. Expensive & Time-Consuming
2. Unpredictable

3. Lack of AI Precedent

Tort 
System







Quasi-Judicial VCFs

• Administered by a court or 
federal agency

• Funded by excise taxes or fines

• No-fault and non-adversarial

• Awards made pursuant to 
published tables or formulas
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Where is the Incentive to Improve?

Data-Sharing Design 
Improvement



How Will We Fund the Fund?

$200-$800/vehicle



Can’t We Just Rely on Private Insurance?

Premiums Premiums
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