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Public and policy discourse regarding AI governance is rapidly shifting toward consideration of operational mandates regarding algorithmic bias and fairness, data privacy and security, transparency and explainability, intellectual property, accountability and liability, and a myriad of other complex legal and policy matters. Given this complexity, there is an urgent need for comprehensive policy frameworks and tools that support evidence-informed, participatory, and adaptive policymaking processes and decrease fragmentation in the current AI regulatory landscape across states. The State AI Preparedness (SAIP) Index is a tool that provides state policymakers with clear, structured, and actionable insights into AI-related legislation. It uses four pillars to measure states’ readiness to integrate AI into their public services: government, AI workforce, data, and infrastructure. Each pillar offers unique insights: the government pillar assesses regulatory frameworks, strategic vision, and ethical considerations; the technology sector evaluates innovation strength and skilled workforce availability; the data pillar measures data quality, availability, and representativeness; and the infrastructure pillar gauges the capacity to support AI-driven public services. In combination, these pillars enable state policymakers, technology leaders, and other stakeholders to move toward integrating AI in ways that benefit residents of their states. A unique feature of this tool is that it was intentionally designed to be responsive to policymakers AI knowledge needs and integrated with existing policymaking routines by drawing directly on insights obtained from research on use of research evidence in policy as well as research regarding the optimal use of data dashboards to generate actionable policy insights. The tool identifies policy issues, maps them to the MIT AI Risk Repository, and generates data-informed policy recommendations, including use case scenarios and practical recommendations. It doubles as a research and policy advocacy tool for monitoring, benchmarking, and comparing AI-related legislation and AI preparedness across states and over time. The presentation will outline and discuss the iterative design process used to develop and implement the tool, including lessons learned, and report preliminary findings regarding actionability assessment (i.e., usability and usefulness) and use of the tool by policymakers and the feedback received.      
