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CoMaps Conservation Easementrs 



Conservation Easement -- Simple 
Transaction 

Original Owner 
(Retains Right of 
Access and Right to 
Exclude) 

Land Trust 
(Received 
Right to 
Prevent 
all/some 
Development) 

DEED OF 
Conservation 
Easement 

The Original Owner Seeks to Keep The 
Land in a Natural State. The Original 
Owner will receive market value, less than 
market value, a tax deduction or nothing 

The Conservation Easement Spells 
out Exactly What Rights the Owner 
Retains and What Rights She 
Conveys 

The Land Trust 
Plans to Hold 
the Rights  



http://conservationeasement.us/reports/easements 
 



LTA 2010 Census 



http://conservationeasement.us/reports/easements 





 
 Colorado’s Trends in Conservation: 2005–2010  
 
• Land trusts in Colorado have protected 1,225,050 acres—this 
represents a 53% increase in acres conserved since 2005. Colorado 
ranks third in the nation in acres conserved, and first in the 
Southwest. 
 
• There are now 38 land trusts operating in Colorado, including 29 
staffed groups and 5 all-volunteer groups.  
 
• Colorado increased their full- and part-time staff and contractors 
60% in 5 years, for a total of 152 paid positions in 2010. 
 
• Land trusts in Colorado drew upon the work of 1,529 active 
volunteers (an increase of 21% since 2005) and the contributions of 
13,456 members and financial supporters.  
 
• As a signal of the land trust community’s commitment to 
excellence, there are now 13 accredited land trusts in Colorado. 
Together, these 13 groups have protected 948,323 acres as of 2010.  



National Park 
System (Including 
Alaska) 1872-2013– 
81 Million Acres 
 
National Forest 
System (Including 
Alaska) 1891-2013  
191 Million Acres 

Private Conservation in the “Big League” 



{ The Scope of Statutory 
Authorization in a 
Changing World 

“Dependent” 
Servitudes 



Colorado § 38-30.5-102. Conservation easement in gross  

"Conservation easement in gross", for the purposes of this article, 
means a right in the owner of the easement to prohibit or require 
a limitation upon or an obligation to perform acts on or with 
respect to a land or water area, airspace above the land or water, 
or water rights beneficially used upon that land or water area, 
owned by the grantor appropriate to the retaining or maintaining 
of such land, water, airspace, or water rights, including 
improvements, predominantly in a natural, scenic, or open 
condition, or for wildlife habitat, or for agricultural, horticultural, 
wetlands, recreational, forest, or other use or condition consistent 
with the protection of open land, environmental quality or life-
sustaining ecological diversity, or appropriate to the conservation 
and preservation of buildings, sites, or structures having 
historical, architectural, or cultural interest or value. 

  



UNIFORM CONSERVATION EASEMENT ACT  1981  

 § 1. [Definitions].  

 As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:  

 (1) "Conservation easement" means a nonpossessory interest 
of a holder in real property imposing limitations or affirmative 
obligations the purposes of which include retaining or 
protecting natural, scenic, or open-space values of real 
property, assuring its availability for agricultural, forest, 
recreational, or open-space use, protecting natural resources, 
maintaining or enhancing air or water quality, or preserving the 
historical, architectural, archaeological, or cultural aspects of 
real property.  

 





“B. Special Resource Areas. Portions of the Property are 
valuable habitat for Gunnison sage grouse (Centrocercus 
minimus) (the "Grouse" or "Gunnison sage grouse") . . . 
D. Conservation Values. . . .  The ---- Ranch is comprised of 
several independent parcels lying adjacent to public lands, 
private land protected with conservation easements, and 
other private lands . . . The various portions of the ranch 
contain irrigated meadows, upland sagebrush habitats, and 
a diversity of natural montane grassland and riparian 
vegetation. The Property offers several conservation values. 
Among these is the agricultural resource associated with 
irrigated hay meadows and productive grazing uplands. . . . 
In particular, the Property provides significant resources for 
wildlife, and the Special Resource Areas provide valuable 
habitat for the Grouse. . . .” 
Conservation Easement, Colorado, 2003 



Colorado Open Lands 
Model Deed of 
Conservation Easement 



Patching Public Lands 



City Buffers and Climate Bridges 



Buffering Riparian Areas 



{ What Lawyers See 
And What They Don’t 

Diversity And Its 
Benefits 
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{ The Benefits of a 
System Perspective 

Synergy 



Baca National 
Wildlife Refuge 
53,000 acres 

Medano State 
Land Board 
Purchase 
20,000 acres 

Medano 
Zapata Ranch 
Fee 
TNC 29,000 
acres 



Colorado Wildlife 
Heritage Foundation 
CEs 

Rio Grande 
Headwaters Land 
Trust CE 



{ Unintended Benefits 

Serendipity 



Researchers in Colorado found that $595 
million investment in conservation 
easements returned $3.51 billion in 
public benefits. A return of $6 for every 
$1 invested.  
 
The Trust for Public Land, A Return on 
Investment: The Economic Value of Colorado’s 
Conservation Easements (2008) 
 



Permanently protected privately-owned lands 
provide a multitude of public benefits, such as 
water supply protection; scenic views; flood 
control; fish and wildlife habitat; recreation . . . 
aesthetics; carbon sequestration; dilution of waste 
water; erosion control; and agricultural crop 
production. 
Economists have estimated the monetary value of 
the benefits provided by land of various ecosystem 
types.  
 
The Trust for Public Land, A Return on Investment: 
The Economic Value of Colorado’s Conservation 
Easements 
 
 



The Trust for 
Public Land, A 
Return on 
Investment: The 
Economic Value of 
Colorado’s 
Conservation 
Easements 



{ Present and Future 

Conflict 





I have learned a lot from this 
experience. I’ve learned that mean 
people are alive and well. I’ve learned 
that if I stand up in support of freedom 
and property rights that Hell hath no 
fury like an environmentalist scorned. 
I’ve learned that I’ve become a target to 
be attacked by tyrannical 
environmentalists and the zoning lords. 
 
http://prfamerica.org/speeches/17th/ThreatToFamilyFarms.html 



http://nashobatrust.org/if-your-property-is-affected/ 
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