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Climate Change iIs the 215t
Century American Trickster
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3 *. CLIMATE CHANGE IS DRIVING MORE EXTREME WEATHER AND IMPACTING
,~ PEOPLE ARODUND THE WORLD.
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A Better Framework for
Changing Times

Cycle of adaptive change
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Acknowledging Linked,
Complex, & Unpredictable

and slow

small
and fast




Acknowledging Different
Outcomes from Changes

Figure 1 - Concept of resilience
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Acknowledging that
Transformations are Possible

system dynamics, never at rest:

the ball in the basin, the 'stability landscape’

= the ball = the current state of the system

- a basin = set of states with same functions and
feedback (regime); acts as a basin of attraction: the
system (= ball) moves to bottom (= equilibrium
state, = attractor) but also moves elsewhere
because of inner dynamics; multiple regimes

= shape of basin is constantly changing due to
changing (external) conditions; therefore also
position of ball changes: the system is never in
‘stable-perfect’ equilibrium

= dotted line = a threshold, after crossing this
tipping point, the system tends towards a different
equilibrium (because of a change in feedbacks that

drive the system’s dynamics) i - .
clear lake murky, eutrophic lake




Consequences for Environmental
& Natural Resources Law

Laws that reduce existing stressors on
ecosystems are even more important.

We need a strong precautionary
principle.
We need to Iincrease protections for

ecosytems and habitats and open more
corridors.

Population and consumption have to be
part of the discussion.



Map of all mercury emissions from power plants in the United States
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How many planets we'd need if everyone
lived like a resident of the following:
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The Empowerment

* Resilience thinking warns us that
undesirable transformations are
possible, and In some cases,
maybe, inevitable.

« HOWEVER, resilience thinking
also teaches us that we can work
to avoid the socio-ecological
transformations we REALLY don’t

want.



And One Last Point . . .

Resilience thinking
also counsels us that
If we don’t get serious
about mitigation, the
climate change
trickster will play a
bigger and bigger role
N our |iV€S, 1 Ways Trickster Print by Bill Lewis
that make us

increasingly

uncomfortable.
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