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The Question: 



A Starting Example: Marine 
Fisheries 

Graphic courtesy 
of NOAA 



Climate Change is the 21st 
Century American Trickster 



Climate Change as the 
Trickster: One Example 



A Better Framework for 
Changing Times 

Resilience 
Thinking 



Acknowledging Linked, 
Complex, & Unpredictable 

Change 



Acknowledging Different 
Outcomes from Changes 



Acknowledging that 
Transformations are Possible 



Consequences for Environmental 
& Natural Resources Law 

• Laws that reduce existing stressors on 
ecosystems are even more important. 

• We need a strong precautionary 
principle. 

• We need to increase protections for 
ecosytems and habitats and open more 
corridors. 

• Population and consumption have to be 
part of the discussion. 



Reduce Existing Stressors 
EX: Pollution Control 

Graphic courtesy of the EPA. 

Graphic courtesy of the USGS 

Active & Pending Superfund Sites 
Map courtesy of the Nicholas School,  
Duke University 



Employ a Strong Precautionary 
Principle: EX: Coral Reefs 



Protect Ecosystems & 
Habitats and Create Corridors 



Include Population & 
Consumption Issues in Policy 



The Empowerment 

• Resilience thinking warns us that 
undesirable transformations are 
possible, and in some cases, 
maybe, inevitable. 

• HOWEVER, resilience thinking 
also teaches us that we can work 
to avoid the socio-ecological 
transformations we REALLY don’t 
want. 



And One Last Point . . . 
Resilience thinking 
also counsels us that 
if we don’t get serious 
about mitigation, the 
climate change 
trickster will play a 
bigger and bigger role 
in our lives, in ways 
that make us 
increasingly 
uncomfortable. 

 

Trickster Print by Bill Lewis 
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