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Today’s Menu 

1. Ingredients: 
    Content for a Course on Sustainability 

2. Recipe: 
      Applied Research / Experiential Learning 

3. Taste Test: 
      Formative Evaluation 
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Ingredients: Crossroads 



Today’s Menu 

1. Ingredients: 
    Content for a Course on Sustainability 

3. Taste Test: 
      Formative Evaluation 

2. Recipe: 
      Applied Research / Experiential Learning 



• Identify of Local Challenges 
• Input / Feedback (ex. damage/costs from flooding) 

• Review of Existing Local Laws 
• Input / Feedback (ex. reg. of parking lots or street design) 

• Research Best Practices & Viability 
• Input / Feedback (ex. maximum v. minimum lot sizes) 

• Draft analysis and ordinance amendment 
• Input / Feedback  

 

A. Identify Key Partners (Greater DSM Partnership) 
& Incorporate Regional and Existing Plans 

• Capital Crossroads 
• The Tomorrow Plan 
• DART Forward 2035 

 
B. Four Key Steps 

City as a Classroom 



Project Guide / Syllabus 



Sample Student Slide 1: McDonald’s in Clive, IA 
• Local Code requires 

restaurants to provide 15 
parking spaces per 1,000 sq. 
ft. floor area. 
 
 

• 4,000 square foot fast food 
restaurant would have to 
provide a minimum of 60 
parking spaces.  
 
 

• Lot could be four or five times 
the size of the restaurant.  



Sample Student Slide 2: The Shoppes at Three 
Fountains, West Des Moines, Iowa 

• Developers often build parking lots 
over the minimum to respond to a 
perceived need. 
 
 
 

• Local city code required a minimum 
of 448 parking spaces for the 
development, but 691 parking 
spaces were built. 



Today’s Menu 

2. Recipe: 
      Applied Research / Experiential Learning 

1. Ingredients: 
    Content for a Course on Sustainability 

3. Taste Test: 
      Formative Evaluation 



Formative Evaluation: 
Architecture Crits 

 



Formative Evaluation 



Informal Peer Review 



Formal Peer Review 



 



2014-15 Sustainability & the Law Course 
Incentivizing bike usage 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Diversifying food options 
through food trucks 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Enhancing park management 
standards 

 

Encouraging sustainable 
development through an Eco-

district Overlay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enhancing low-income access to 
nutritious and local foods 

through school lunch programs 
 



Final Presentation before Policy Makers 



Going Beyond the Class: Fellowship in Sustainability Law 

• Refine, Improve, & Expand Ordinances 
– Analyze Input from Class Presentations 
– Research Costs / Benefits 
– Refine Initial Proposals & Further Research 
– Finalize Proposals & Draft Model Ordinances 
– Input / Feedback at Every Stage 

• Advocate for Adoption 
– Windsor Heights, Ankeny, Des Moines, Johnston, 

Carlisle, etc. 
• Consult on Local Sustainability Projects 



Abstracts, Model Ordinances & Cost/Benefits 
 



Abstracts, Ordinances, & Analyses 



Success! 
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