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Many people (including this author) hypothesized that legalization of marijuana would reduce the negative environmental impacts of marijuana cultivation. Yet, not all anticipated environmental benefits have arrived. This works specifically examines the case of pesticide use. Federal law governs pesticide use and sale. Because marijuana use and growth is illegal federally, issues surrounding pesticides are troublesome. We do not know much about the impacts of the pesticides on consumers of marijuana because of limitations on scientific testing. We also have little information on how pesticide use might impact the environment for similar reasons. While some states have stepped in to create their own pesticide regulations, the troublesome status of marijuana as a crop creates legal, ecological, and public health uncertainty. This work describes the federal conundrum, illustrates the state responses, and explores the avenues for nongovernmental regulation of pesticides on cannabis.
