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Abstract

Feminist urbanism is a social movement that brings to light the negative consequences associated with the historical lack of female involvement in urban planning. Sexism, family role stereotypes, and the utter absence of female architects and urban planners resulted in cities designed by men, for men. Feminist urbanism focuses on strategies to empower women to create a new urbanism that is more inclusive and hospitable to women and their priorities. This article explores feminist urbanism and its potential for developing sustainable urban energy and environmental practices. Studies suggest that women are more likely than men to, among other things, recycle, shop for sustainable products, and invest in (or work for) companies espousing sustainable practices. Further, studies show that women and other underrepresented groups are more likely than men to be negatively impacted by a lack of sustainable practices and global warming. In a time when urban populations are on the rise across much of the nation, this article posits a legal framework to incorporate women and women’s values into the decision-making process for a new more inclusive, more sustainable urbanism.
