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Recent legal questions 

• Whether asteroid miners will own the minerals they 
claim? 

• Whether nuclear weapons can be used as a defense 
against asteroids striking the earth, when international 
law prohibits the use of nuclear weapons in space? 

• Whether the world will recognize U.S. domestic law 
giving mining companies ownership of minerals they 
recovery on asteroids, despite the Space Treaty which 
prohibits any nation from owning any planet? 

• Who is liable for damage from debris from space? 



 

Who is liable for space 

debris? 



Federal jurisdictional questions  

• Should we reconsider the earlier interpretation of 
NEPA that it does not apply in Outer Space? 

• NASA plans to mine water from the moon in 2018 
on the NASA’s RESOLVE Mission 



Civilian Space Industries 

• Rapid development of state space law 

• Tourism liability law 

• Workforce development and training including 
lawyer workforce 

 



 



Changing the image of 

lawyers in space? 

 

When Popular Mechanics 

did a story on my Space 

Law course for Spring 

2017, in their May 2016 

edition, they mainly 

lamented the end of the 

lawless frontier.  



 



• Space X has a plan to reach Mars by 2018 

• Russian wants to use nuclear power to reach Mars 
in 45 days 

• Citizen lobbyists are urging the Senate to fund 
NASA so they can get to Mars 

 






























