
Protecting the Right to Be 

Let Alone  

From the Eyes of the  

Yik Yak Herd 

Jeremy Weissman 

University of South Carolina 





The Herd  

IS WATCHING YOU  





Passenger Shaming: 

Don’t End Up Here 























You will never know when you are being broadcast 



Facebook experimental facial 

recognition technology 

matches faces in two 

photographs with 97.25% 

accuracy.   

 

 

Humans put to the 

same test have 97.53% 

accuracy 



Any behavior observed by anyone may 

potentially be watched by anyone else at 

anytime on the web.   



Political / Legal Solution 
 

 Privacy law traditionally aimed primarily at 

privacy infringements from state and 

corporate agents 

 
 Privacy law must be revamped to protect 

against similar invasions from “the 

herd” 



Political / Legal Obstacles 

1. Invasion in public spaces 

● No reasonable expectation of privacy 

 

2. Free speech issues 

● Shutting down sites is a violation 



The Right to Be Let Alone 

“Numerous mechanical devices 

threaten to make good the prediction 

that ‘what is whispered in the closet 

shall be proclaimed from the house-

tops.’”  
- Warren and Brandeis, “The Right to   

Privacy” (1890) 


