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Emerging Technologies: 
Transforming All Aspects of Our Lives 

 

“[E]verything is in play.”  Health 
Family 
Animals 
Identity 
Relationships 
Behavior  
Appearance 
Work 
Death 



Technologies in Play 

All’s fair in love… 
- Internet. 
- E-marriage. 
- fMRI. 
- Genetics. 
- Bioenhanced marriage. 
- Implants. 
- “True love” bra. 
- Relationship pillow. 
- Virtual marriage. 
- Love Plus. 
- Kissenger. 
- Robots. 

 
 

and doubt: 
- Social media. 
- GPS. 
- Google Street View. 
- Spyware & spy sticks. 
- Keystroke loggers. 
- Lab analysis (DNA). 
- Video & audio recording. 
- Online gaming. 
- Drones. 

 
 



Cacioppo et al. (2013) 



E-Marriage 



Brain Scans and Love 









“Kissenger” – the kissing robot 
A virtual mouth that can emulate and 

transmit a kiss 



Relationship Pillow 

“Each person has a ring sensor they wear to bed at night. The ring 
wirelessly communicates with the other person’s pillow; when 
one person goes to bed, their lover’s pillow begins to glow 
indicating their presence. Placing your head on the pillow allows 
you to hear the real-time heartbeat of your loved one.” 
 



The “True Love” Bra 
“When excited, the adrenal medulla secretes catechlomine, which 
affects the automatic nerve and stimulates the heart rate. A built-in 
sensor reads the woman’s heart-rate signal and sends it to a special 
app via Bluetooth for analysis. the app then calculates the True Love 
Rate based on changes in the heart rate over time. When the True 
Love Rate exceeds a certain value, the bra hook is opened 
automatically.”  
 
 
 
 
 
http://io9.com/meet-the-magic-bra-that-can-only-be-opened-by-true-lov-1508440665 
 





Marriage in Second Life 

Second Life - VIRTUAL WEDDING, POLLY AND STEVE - YouTube 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVimvY-Mtwo&noredirect=1


HER 



Japan “Love Plus” 



“Sexbots will never have 
headaches, fatigue, impotence, 
premature ejaculation, pubic 
lice, disinterest, menstrual 
blood, jock strap itch, yeast 
infections, genital warts, 
AIDS/HIV, herpes, silly 
expectations, or inhibiting 
phobias. Sexbots will never stalk 
us, rape us, diss us on their blog, 
weep when we dump them, or 
tell their friends we were boring 
in bed.” 
-Hank Hyena, Sexbots Will Give Us 
Longevity Orgasm, H+ Magazine, Dec. 2009 





One in five people in the U. K. (out of 2000 
respondents) would have sex with a robot, given the 
opportunity.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/05/07/1-in-5-sex-with-robot-poll_n_5281180.html 



Technology: Marriage’s Third Wheel? 

• “Together” yet “apart”. 
• Breeds disconnect. 
• Diminishes presence. 
• Loss of engagement. 
 

 

 
 

 
 



Technology: Greater Connectedness? 

• “Connected presence” or “persistent 
presence” allows couples to remain closer in 
touch: 
– Frequent texting throughout the day. 
– Skype when travelling alone. 
– Sharing poignant moments (real time 

photos/video) when apart. 



Marital Doubt: I Spy With my little Eye…  
Allegedly True Examples 

• a) Wii cheat. 
• b) Street View TMI. 
• c) Password epiphany. 
• d) DNA bust. 
• e) Websites galore. 
• f) Avatar infidelity. 
• g) GPS tracking.  



 Role of Law 



The Law’s Response: Present & Future 

5 Examples: 
 
• Virtual worlds. 
• Internet spying. 
• GPS tracking. 
• Drones. 
• Robots. 

 



Technology, Law & Relationships 

• New technologies are rapidly transforming 
personal relationships.  Law has the potential 
to play a critical role in governing these 
transitions and changes, but determining the 
appropriate legal approach raises many policy, 
social and ethical issues.  



Policy, Social & Ethical Issues 
 
• Legal boundaries - where & when should law intervene? 
• Soft vs. hard regulation (i.e. guidelines vs. directives)? 
• Up to industry to regulate itself (uniform standards / 

greater participation)?  
• Wait & see approach (if no specific law, wait and see how 

issues become resolved)? 
• Protection of some at the expense of others (e.g. eraser 

laws vs. free speech)? 
• Personal responsibility & accountability vs. legal 

protection? 
• Live & let live - minimize regulation? 

 
 
 
 
 



 
In Closing: 

Examples of Legal / Ethical Questions Raised 
by Relationship Technologies 

  
 

 

 
• Should spouses have a right to access the cell phone, social 

media, e-mail, etc., account(s) of their partner? Under what 
circumstances? 

 
• Should it be illegal to deliberately expose someone to a 

pro-love or anti-love inducing agent? 
 
• Should law control unsavory or criminal activities among 

characters in virtual worlds? 
 
• Should it be adultery to have sex with a robot or an avatar? 



Questions? 
 

“We’re lonely, but we’re afraid of 
intimacy.  And so from social networks to 
sociable robots, we’re designing 
technologies that will give us the illusion 
of companionship without the demands 
of friendship.” (Sherry Turkle, Professor, 
MIT, 2012). 
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